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and running to the right and left . , . so that at a little
distance they went waddling like ducks." He had a vivid
memory of one British line, which he had re-formed at
Waterloo " about twenty yards from the flash of the French
column," The Prussians gave them dinner in a riding-school
tastefully festooned with lengths of white military trousering
ornamentedwithscarlet material for facings," none of which "
(as Palmerston noted with a departmental eye) " were cut so
as to be less useful afterwards." Having dined and danced,
they drove into the Ardennes. Their road was complicated
by " swarms of Grand Dukes and Generals, &c."; and
with assiduous flattery they coaxed a song out of the un-
attractive daughter of a post-house on the frontier. The
Russians were in Givet, and they saw the new works at
Namur, where a prophetic Belgian engineer " seemed to
think rather too much of the principle of fear in fortifica-
tions/' The road to Brussels took them past Quatre Bras
and Waterloo. They thrilled with pride, cut sticks at
Hougomont, picked up the usual bullets, and " bought a
French sword which probably never saw the battle." Then
the tour was over.

An ungrateful country drifted uneasily through the
new century, stoning short-tempered Yeomanry, reading
Don Juan, puzzled by Finance Committees, and hooting
ministers. A new Princess rejoiced the Duke of Kent and
narrowly escaped the name of Georgina. Lady Jersey
paraded her mechanical singing-birds, Prince Leopold his
bereavement. Lord Palmerston had the Estimates for 1819,
and saw a lively riot in the Westminster election, that
brought out the Life Guards and almost engulfed pretty
Lady Cowper on, her way home from the Ladies' Committee
of Almack's. He loyally recommended Cambridge men for
choice incumbencies, and even proposed the daring experi-
ment of promoting to the Bench a law lecturer, who had long
been a rewarding object of undergraduate humour and died
soon afterwards " in the full vigour of his incapacity." But
his own political paternity was plainly acknowledged in
his praise of this eccentric's devotion to " those constitutional